Dimitrii El'lashevich, Maksim Mel’'tsin

A Stormy Turn for the Better
Jewish Studies in Russia

After a long hiatus under Soviet rule, Jewish Studies in Russia has taken a
stormy turn for the better since Perestroika. Schools and institutions for
adult education have been established. Numerous publications, research
institutes, and information centres now address Jewish topics. The em-
phasis is on ethnographic field work and history, especially with regard to
the 20th century. But Russian academia still refuses to recognise Jewish
Studies as an independent field of study. A decline in private donations
has hit Jewish Studies in Russia particularly hard. And to this day, official
schoolbooks remain silent about Russia’s Jewish heritage.

After flourishing in the late 19th century, JewiStudies in Russia languished
throughout the Soviet era. Only since the end eflt®80s has the field begun to reas-
sert itself — quite literally out of nothing. Thadii new specialists were individual
enthusiasts, academics who often came from quifereint fields of study. The re-
awakening of national consciousness, the strugglentigrate, and participation in
Russia’s democratisation had also stirred a desiteng the Russian-Jewish intelli-
gentsia to take a closer look at Jewish historyautiire!

Academic work in Jewish Studies developed primanilthin Russian academia, not
within Jewish organisations. Not every field of #wStudies had been forbidden in the
Soviet period. For example, the study of Dead SallS undertaken by the Leningrad
branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies of &mademy of Sciences enjoyed official
recognition. There was also an Israel departmethiirwihe Institute of Oriental Studies
of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Within theogbibhy faculties of major universi-
ties, first and foremost at the state universitieoscow and Leningrad, some aspects
of Hebraic Studies and Biblical Studies could bdressed. This “official” side of Jewish
Studies, which often had a political propagandapmmment, gradually underwent a trans-
formation and ultimately provided the foundationtfee field's further developmet.
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The first attempts to legalise unofficial Jewish di#s was made in 1981, when the
editors of the Yiddish monthisovyetish Heymlandet up a Moscow Historical-
Ethnographic Committee within its editorial office a short time, this committee
was able to find the most important academics whated to study Jewish topics.
Among those that gathered around what was thewrheJewish publication in the
Soviet Union were many later well-known figuresclsitas Rashid Kaplanov, Il'ja
Dvorkin, Igor’ Krupnik, Mark Kupovetskii, Abram Togsman, Valerii Engel’, Ana-
tolii Khazanov, Vladimir Chernin, and Mikhail Chlen. October 1987 saw the foun-
ding of the Jewish Historical Society, which offérectures on Jewish history and
culture. In 1989, the Leningrad Society of Jewisht@a was formed. Among the
forums for Jewish research topics were the Leningeadsh history seminar, annual
symposiums on the “Ethnography of Petersburg-Lendigahthe Leningrad branch
of the Institute of Ethnography, the ethnographisgossion of the Moscow branch
of the Geographic Society, and many others. Shatdnipfer, a professor at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, played a major inléounding Jewish Studies in
Russia. While working at Rabbi Adin SteinsalZsademy of World Civilisationis
Kuntsevo (Moscow), Shtampfer advised numerous wupemming academics and
provided them with literature from Israel and thedy

Reconstruction

In the last 20 years, Jewish Studies has gone fuoofficial associations that
emerged from the semi-underground circles to feliiged, partly state academic
institutions and education facilities. Most of tedsstitutions combine research and
education under one roof.

In the early 1990s, research and education cefarelewish Studies began to appear
throughout Russia and the post-Soviet realm. Ontheffirst major events was an
international conference called “The Historicald=at Jews in Russia and the USSR:
the Beginning of Dialogue”, which was held in Moacon December 1989 and in-
cluded historians from the Soviet Union, Israell éime United State'sln November
1989, the Petersburg Open Jewish University wasded. At about the same time in
Moscow, theJewish University in Moscqwhe Maimonides State Jewish Academy
and the Department of Jewish Studies at the Ru&tate University for the Humani-
ties were established. In Ukraine, the Internatidd@omonov University in Kiev
opened its doors in 1992.

The oldest establishment of Jewish higher educatidRussia is the Petersburg Open
Jewish University, from which the Petersburg Ingtitof Jewish Studie®éterburgskii
Institut ludaiki PIl) emerged in 1997The institute is the only accredited private estab
lishment of higher education in Russia that spsealin Jewish Studies. It has a history
and a philology faculty and trains qualified spksis in the history, culture, ethnogra-
phy, and epigraphy of East European Jewry. Thesestalso represent the core of the
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institute’s research and publication output. In1880s, PII organised a series of expe-
ditions to record and preserve key elements ofskewiaterial culturé.To foster co-
operation among Jewish general education schoalsdénl after 1991, Pl organised
conferences on Jewish pedagogy and published tinegjdEvreiskaia Shkolg@Jewish
school] from 1993 to 1996. Together with the Ct@éntre at the Hebrew University,
Jerusalem, PII published the jourr&lreiskoe obrazovaniglewish education] from
2000 to 2004, as well as a range of educationateawhers manuals.

PIlI's contribution of to the development of acaderdéewish Studies was extremely
important. In addition to sponsoring the aforemered expeditions, which marked the
start of the systematic study of Jewish traditiand epigraphy in the former Pale of
Settlement (1791-1917) and in Central Asia, thétirne’s lecturers and staff prepared
and published a series callédudy po iudiakgWorks on Judaica], the first publication
of its kind in Russia for 70 years. Several intéomal conferences dedicated to the
study of the Jewish cultural heritage in the fori@eviet Union were arranged. Finally,
in the 1990s, PII also revived the tradition of |@iing of academic reference works on
Judaica, a tradition going back to the pre-revohary European Historical and Ethno-
graphic Society. These included archival and bipliphic editions that opened up a
tremendous wealth of sources and literature folewda’

The private Jewish University of MoscoviEvfeiskii Universitet MoskvyEUM)
opened in 1991.Since 2003, it has been known as the Simon Dul#uxanced
School for HumanitiesMyshshaia gumanitarnaia shkola imeni S. DubnoX@sh).

It now has three faculties: history, philology, asatial psychology, with the three
strongest disciplines being East European JewistomjsBiblical Studies, and Soci-
ology. The first Russian-language academic jouimdewish Studies/estnik evreis-
kogo universiteta v Mosk\y®essenger of the Jewish university in Moscow]rteth
publishing in 1993. The Moscow magazine Diasporachvippears under the aegis
of VGSh, also plays an important role in the stoflfRussia’s Jewish communitiés.
VGSh has been experiencing serious financial diffies since September 2005 and
is now on the verge of being forced to clése.

The Maimonides State Classical Academ@ogudarstvennaia klassicheskaia
akademiia imeni Maimonidaformerly the Maimonides State Jewish Academys wa
founded by a decree of the government of the Rudsgeration in Moscow on 29
December 199%.With that, one of the first institutions in thelfi of Jewish Studies
acquired state status. The academy has the widssibfgrange of faculties, includ-

The expeditions in the 1990s were a continuatidhe@work on Jewish material cultural heri-
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ing medicine, law, and music. Several of them offgecial courses on Jewish topics;
Jewish Studies in the actual meaning of the wotddated with the Faculty of Jewish
and Hebraic Studies. The chairman of the facultyhésrenowned ethnographer Mik-
hail Chlenov. The faculty specialises in Modern Hegband Semitic Philology. There
is a compulsory two-year programme in Yiddish laegg and literature. Academy
graduates teach Hebrew (both modern and Bibliogbractically all the Jewish grade
schools and schools of higher learning in Moscow.

In 1991, the Institute of History and Archival Suie in Moscow introduced a pro-
gramme of study called Jewish Languages, CulturetsTard Archives. This was the
result of co-operation with the Jewish TheologiBaminary and the YIVO Institute
for Jewish Research in New York. Originally, thisswvto train specialists to read,
analyse and record systematically the Jewish dootsrigeld in Russian archives.
With the integration of the Institute of HistorydaArchival Science into the Russian
State University for the HumanitieR@ssiiskii gosudarstvennyi gumanitarnyi univer-
sitet RGGU), the range of tasks for the Departmentegfish Studies already at the
University for the Humanities broadened considgral 1993, the university’s De-
partment of History and Philology established thhegpamme Jewish Languages,
Literature, and History. Given the presence of these programmes, the Russian-
American Centre of Biblical and Hebraic Studid®ogsiisko-Amerikanskii Tsentr
Bibleistiki i ludaiki TsBI) opened at RGGU; the Department of Jewislli8tuwas
merged into TsB¥ The American partner programme was called Projedaida.
Since 2001, TsBI has published the sediadaica Rossicawhich was turned into a
magazine in 2004. At present, TsBI, together withasate faculties at RGGU, trains
experts in Jewish history and culture: archivikistorians, philologists, cultural an-
thropologists, and sociologists, who have spee@dlis intercultural relations and the
contemporary ethnic identity of Jews and have medteHebrew and Yiddish.
RGGU's offerings include courses in medieval anddera Jewish philosophy, He-
brew palaeography, modern and contemporary Jewibri, socio-linguistics of
Jewish languages, and the history of antisemiti@ourses in Biblical studies and
Biblical Hebrew are offered not only at TsBI butesidere at RGGU: the Institute of
Oriental Studies and the Theology Faculty. Sincé/e&408, budget cuts have put he
TsBl and RGGU in a difficult financial situation.

Among the Moscow schools of higher learning offgrirewish Studies are the Insti-
tute for Jewish Studies TURO, which is run by Shlo@endel’, and the Institute for
Progressive Judaism, which existed from 1992 vmill 2008

Founded in 1993, the private Institute for the $taflisrael — which was known from
1995 to 2005 as the Institute for the Study ofdsend the Middle East and was re-
named the Institute for the Middle East in 2005 the largest Russian centre dedicated
to the study of Israel. Emphasis is given to ragear politics, economics, and religion
in contemporary Israel. The institute also boastexdensive publishing programriie.

In Ukraine, the Internation@olomonov UniversityMizhnarodnyi Solomonovyi uni-
versytet MSU) in Kiev is the oldest institution of higheducation that trains special-

2 <ywww.sem40.ru/edu/1057408305.shtml>.
13 <www.mignews.com/news/disasters/cis/160408_9435B44.html>.
1% <www.iimes.ru/rus/about.htmi>.
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ists in Jewish Studies.The MSU’s Department of Jewish Studies trains hists
and philosophers.

Networks and Exchange

The Sefer Centre for specialists in Jewish Studissahspecial place among the insti-
tutions and organisations mentioned Hétecame into being at the initiative of two
professors in Jerusalem, Nehemia Levzion and Sham&er, as an independent
department of the International Centre for Univgr3ieaching of Jewish Civilization,
which is located at the Hebrew University in Jekeisa The Sefer Centre was offi-
cially registered in December 1994. Its goals aredtwork scholars and co-ordinate
the activities of various organisations. Among tipeand-coming scholars, the centre
is a highly recognised institution.

The annual international interdisciplinary confexes that have been organised under
the aegis of the Sefer Centre since 1994 are wexuptive for academic exchange.
The differentiated system of sections, the growingber of participants from around
the world, and the diversity of topics convey ampliession of the state of the Jewish
Studies in the post-Soviet realm and make thestertes the highlight of the Jewish
academic year. The academic level of the firstiSafaferences was rather low: Many
participants, especially those from the provintasked the academic tools of the trade,
and they were not aware of the state of internaticesearct. Gradually, however, the
level has grown considerably as the publicatiomsvsh

Since summer 1996, Sefer has organised similarecenées for young scholars.
Every year since 1997, the most interesting cortioha from these conferences have
also been published in collections within the sefizosh — Trudy po iudaikeTo-
gether with the Institute of Slavic Studies of fRessian Academy of Sciences, Sefer
conducts an annual conference dedicated to toplesed to the Jewish-Slavic cul-
tural dialogue. Another Sefer activity are the wsummer and winter schools for
students and doctoral candidates. Each year umtsueh schools take place with
several hundred participants. Furthermore, sin€@32fleld schools have been organ-
ised where methods of field research are taught.

The Sefer Centre holds continuing education couasesre-education seminars for
university instructors, who are overwhelmingly fratime provinces. Since 1997,
young specialists have been sent to Israel foraa-lpmg internship within the frame-
work of the Eshnav programme. The programme is aiatggung scholars who are
pursuing their research projects and young instracivho are preparing classes on
Jewish topics. The Sefer bureau organises lecturessend courses by leading ex-
perts at provincial universities.

Sefer's multi-faceted activity touches on many arel Jewish education and aca-
demic research. The centre offers methodical helpdarconception of curricula in the
field of Jewish Studies, organises themed semiaaus pffers help in putting together
academic libraries.

5 <www.isu.edu.ua/ru/index0.html>.

% <www.Sefer.ru/>.
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From Flourishing to Waning

By the mid-1990s, the number of new institutiongha field of Jewish Studies de-
clined somewhat. But the market for research aadhieg, which had looked sati-
ated, began to grow again and went through a sdwooich at the turn of the century.
In 1998, the Centre of Jewish Studies and Jewislilisgition (Tsentra iudaiki i
evreiskoi tsivilizats)i was founded under the auspices of the InstitfitAsian and
Africa Studies at Moscow State University on theibaf a tripartite agreement be-
tween the Moscow State University, Jewish Univgrsit Moscow, and the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem. The centre’s director wakadlii Kovel’'man, historian of
antiquity and Talmud specialist, on the Russiae sidd Professor Israel Bertal on the
Israeli side”? The centre offers bachelor and master’s progranimdswish history,
philology, and the economics of modern Israel. Taetre’'s offering of courses is
compiled with the Chais Center for Jewish StudieRussia, an affiliate of the He-
brew University, and is co-ordinated with the pargme at the Simon Dubnov Ad-
vanced School for Humanities. The centre also offefividual courses at the histori-
cal and philosophical faculty of Moscow State Umsiy. The chair of Jewish Studies
created at the centre in 2005 is held by Kovel’'man.

An analogous institution was created along the slmes at the Faculty of Philoso-
phy and Political Science at St. Petersburg Unityeend — the Centre for Biblical
and Hebrew Studies (as of 2002, the Centre fori&ibhnd Jewish Studie3sentr
biblieistiki i ludaiki) was a joint project between St. Petersburg Usiterthe Pe-
tersburg Institute of Jewish Studies, and the Hebmiversity in Jerusale.In
addition to Biblical studies, this centre teachesdimval studies and the history and
culture of East European Jewry. In 2003, it begaputalish a multi-lingual journal:
Jewish Studies. Texts and Researthe Center “Petersburg Judaica’(Mezhfa-
kul'tetskii tsentr “Peterburgskaia iudaikg of the European University at St. Peters-
burg opened its doors in 1999.

Since 2002, special courses in Jewish Studies lbese on offer in St. Petersburg and
Moscow for older school students. These courses ingigly developed by individ-
ual Jewish schools of higher learning and are dinated today by an inter-
university centre.

Among the new institutions was also the InternatidResearch Centre for Russian
and Eastern European Judaidvteghdunarodnyi issledovatel’skii tsentr rossiiskdgo
vostochnoevropeiskogo evreistvarhich opened in Moscow in 2003. It is headed by
Oleg Budnitskii and awards stipends to scholardeiwvish Studie¥.The centre com-
bines scholarly research with the functions of @nftation. Together with the Sefer
Centre, it organised the VIII Congress of the Euappassociation for Jewish Studies
in Moscow. At the end of 2007, International ReskhaCentre de facto suspended its
activities due to a shortage of funds.

¥ <www.jum.ru/rusjum/rvdeps/rveducatproject.htm>.

2 |bid.

2 <www.eu.spb.ru/index.php?option=com_content&tasbgtategory&id=96&Itemid=109>.
2 <www.worldhist.ru/science/center/ludaei.htm>.
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The Centre for Middle Eastern Researdtsghtr blizhnevostochnykh issledovinii
part of the Moscow State Institute of InternatioRalations, came into being in 2004.
The director is Andrei Fedorchenko, a leading sglistian the Israeli econonty.

The new boom is not limited to the Russia’s two majties. There is, for example, a
Centre for Israel and Jewish Studi&séntr Izrailevedeniia i ludaikiat the Ural State
University in Ekaterinbur@. The Krasnoiarsk Institute for Social Workers co-
operates primarily with the American Jewish Joirgtiibution Committee (JDC) and,
since 2000, has organised conferences under thie e Jews in Siberia and the
Far East: Past and Presefit”.

Jewish higher religious education has also devdldpeRussia. In February 1989,
Rabbi Adin Steinsalz founded the Academy of WorldilSations under the auspices
of Soviet Academy of Sciences. Since 1992, theangichas been known as timsti-
tute for the Study of Judaism in the QISstitut izucheniia iudaizma v SNGVithin the
Academy of World Civilisations was the educationahtre Mekor Khaim, the first
legal Jewish religious educational establishmerthénSoviet Unior® Today there are
several yeshivas in the country, most of which mglto the Tomchei Tmimim (“sup-
porters of the pure ones”) network of the Chabaldavitch movement. There is also a
Jewish school of higher learning for women, thditute Makhon Khamesh, under the
auspices of the Federation of Russian Jewish CoitigsinThe Institute Makhon
Khamesh offers religious and secular educatitm2003, the Chabad founded a similar
institution for boys in Moscow: the Internationabktitute of the 21st Century (Hebrew
University) Mezhdunarodnyi institut XXI vekBvreiskii universitd).?

New centres for Jewish Studies also came into hieingdkraine. In 1998, the eastern
Ukrainian branch of the International Solomonovuénsity opened in Kharkiv. It has
an international centre for research of the khamliure and publishes its own journal.
Additional facilities that deal with the study awish culture are thekrainian Institute
for Holocaust Studieand the Judaica Institute (founded 1993), from thie Centre
for Research on the History and Culture of Easbpean Jewry emergé&dThis centre
also has de facto suspended its activity due &méial difficulties. In 2008, a restructur-
ing of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraiegulted in the creation of@entre
for Jewish History and Cultur@ sentr ievreiskiistorii i kul'tury).*

The offerings in Kiev include an interdisciplinargpogramme in Jewish Studies at the
Kiev-Mohyla Academy. Jewish Studies are also offest Donetsk State University
and the Horlivka Pedagogical Institute as well &b imdividual courses in L'viv,
Simferopol’, Mykoldv, Chernivtsi, and elsewhere in Ukraine. In Ode#isa,Ortho-
dox religious organisation Or sameach supportaitrgiin the field of Jewish Studies.
It includes a secondary school, a cheder, a yesainaa local branch of tl&imean
University for the HumanitiesThe Maor Centre which was recently founded in

2 <www.mgimo.ru/nksmi/cbi/index.phtml?text=full>.

2 <http://ffir.usu.ru/research/israel/>.
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% <www.religare.ru/article13081.htm>.
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% “Evreiskaia zhizn'. Itogi 2003 goda’Russkii arkhipelag(Setevoi proektRusskogo mifg
<www.archipelag.ru/ru_mir/religio/resume/euro2003/8b”"iavlenie o nabore abiturientov na
2004-2004 uchebnyi god”, http://base.ijc.ru/o_vyhi@l>.

2 <www.judaicacenter.kiev.ua/index.php?lang=1>.

% <www.ipiend.gov.ua/?mid=106>.
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Ukraine, co-ordinates the activities of all Ukraimischools of higher learning that
offer Jewish Studies.

In Belarus, the most important centre for teachlewish Studies was the Interna-
tional Institute of the Humanities, founded in 1389part of Belarus State University.
Its programme was divided between Jewish art aiftdreu Since the authorities lig-
uidated the institute in 2004, the key centre fwidh Studies has been the Museum
of the History and Culture of Jews in Belarus, im#k=

In Moldova, Jewish culture is researched at theddedn Academy of Sciences
within the Institute of Interethnic Research and thstitute of Cultural Heritage.
Hebrew is taught (together with Romanian!) at theteSUniversity of the Republic of
Moldova. Corresponding offerings are to be founthatState University at Thilisi in
Georgia and the Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic UniversitBishkek:*

Until recently, it was possible to characterisetf@aviet Jewish Studies as enjoying a
period of vibrant growth. After the collapse of tBeviet Union, an institutional foun-
dation for a steady stream of new research topidsy@ung scholars was created.
However, organisational efforts alone do not yistholarly results. It will take a
certain amount of time until a new generation caodpce full-fledged academic
work. If the positive trends of the late 1990s aaxcknt years continue, Jewish Studies
in Russia could in the near future achieve impdrtasults and reach international
standards. However, in late 2007 and early 2008,sttuation changed noticeably.
One part of the institutions ceased operating, amather is now in financial crisis.
The private institutions have been hit hardest, dtate schools are struggling with
insufficient funding as well.

Jewish Studies in the post-Soviet realm were ihitinanced mainly by the JDC,
which was replaced by the Jewish Congress of Rasglaa humber of private foun-
dations outside Russia. In the meantime the JDCbiapletely suspended its activi-
ties in this field, while the Jewish Congress o&8a has cut the means for education
and research by 60 per cent. At most, the Peteydimanch of the Jewish Congress
and the private foundation Avi Chai are willing poovide noteworthy subsidies to
build up Jewish Studies, but their possibilitieg #imited. The financial crisis is
rooted less in political causes than economic oimessxample, ineffective fundrais-
ing and confusing Russian legislation on non-prsitus. As far as state academic
structures are concerned, their budgets are noghmit, but those budgets have not
been adjusted to meet the general increase ino$teo€ living in Russia. As a result,
they are gradually experiencing a lack of funds.

Jewish History

History is one of the most fruitful areas of Jewtudies in Russia. The rapid devel-
opment of the past 20 years particularly in thédfishows, for one, that there is a

8 V. Likhachev, A. Fedorchuk, “Vysshee obrazovanieblasti iudaiki na postsovetskom pros-
transtve”, <http://www.kehila.ru/article/?32>.

% <www.charter97.org/rus/news/2004/02/04/inst>.

% Likhachev, Fedorchuk, “Vysshee obrazovanie”.
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great need for historical research and, for anpthat the field was previously under-
developed. The number of academic publications evisBehistory and culture in
Russia is overwhelming. Alone the Russian-Israelblighing house Gesharim —
Mosty kul'tury has put out over 300 books, withotat number of 1 million copies.
Academic titles also appear at the same publishimgse in the series Biblioteca
Judaica, however, the works here involve mostlgdiaions. The spectrum of publi-
cations stretches from periodicals to source ewstifrom collections to monographs.
Regional topics are at present one of the mostlpofialds. The history of the shtetl,
religion, and culture, migration, assimilation, astter aspects of Jewish lifeworlds in
the past and present were not researched in thetSma. Even the most elementary
information in these fields was off-limits to resg@ers. After the end of the Soviet
Union, this deplorable situation prompted a largenber of studies into local history
based on sources from provincial archi¥eghis work has primarily served to collect
data. Systematic analysis remains to be done.

The opening of the archives has given historiangigusly unimaginable opportuni-
ties. Academic or pseudo-academic publicationsaioimy source materials make up
a considerable part of the publications in Jewigldi®s. One of the largest archival
science projects is the series Documents on thidisind Culture of Jews in the
Archives of Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus, which widtsated by the Centre for Bib-
lical and Judaic Studies at RGGU, guides to thecgsuin post-Soviet archives. Be-
tween 1997 and 2006, descriptions of the archifesl@scow, Kiev, and Belarus
appeared® Another six volumes are planned, with the next omeering the archives
of St. Petersburg. Vaad of Russia, the Holocaustr€eand the Centre for Research
on the History and Culture of East European Jewrh &éave their own Archive pro-
jects. Collections with archival material on camtépics — for example, the pogroms
on Russian, Ukrainian, and Belarusian territoryirtuthe Civil War era, the activity
of the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee, agitation anopbaganda material, etc. — have
been appearing.

The huge interest within the Jewish community iergthing that belongs to national
history and tradition helps to fill in the gapskofowledge. Among the publications on
Jewish history, there are numerous reference wtakooks, and non-specialist litera-
ture. Since 1994, the Russian Jewish Encyclopdedicdbeen published amid a contro-
versy surrounding its content. There have beervaixmes thus far. Similar publica-

% Praisman, edlstoria Evreev Rossip. 670.

% According to estimates by Aleksandr Frenkel’, duitor in chief of the journal Narod knigi v
mire knig, 215 books related to Jewish regionalissiwere published between 1991 and 2003 in
the former Soviet Union (83 of them dealt with tistory of Jewish communities in Russia, 94
with those in Ukraine), quoted in Charnyi, “Pozdnegtskaia i postsovetskaia iudaika”, p. 275.

% M.S. Kupovetskii,E.V. Starostin, M. Veb, edsDokumenty po Istorii i Kul'ture Evreev v

Arkhivakh Moskvy: Putevodite{fMoscow 1997); M.S. KupovetskiE.V. Starostin, M. Veb,

eds.,Dokumenty po Istorii i Kul'ture Evreev v ArkhivalBelarusi: Putevoditel'(Moscow

2003); E.l. MelamedM.S. Kupovetskii, eds.Dokumenty po Istorii i Kul'ture Evreev v

Arkhivakh Kieva: Putevodite(Kiev 2006).

See, for example, L.B. Miliakova, edniga pogromov: Pogromy na Ukraine, v Belorussii i

evropeiskoi chasti Rossii v period Grazhdanskonydi918-1922, shornik dokumen{iwos-

cow 2007); D.G. Nazhdafov, edtalin i Kosmopolitism, 1945-1953: Dokumenty agitar

TsK KPSSMoscow 2005); Sh. Redlikh, G. Kostyrcherkureiskii antifashistskii komitet v

SSSR 1941-1948. Dokumentirovannaia istoffoscow 1996); A.N. lakovlev, edGosu-

darstvennyi antisemitism v SSSR. Ot nachala deniaatsii. 1938—1953, sbornik dokumentov

(Moscow 2005).
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tions have been planned for Ukraine and Uzbekistae. Kratkaia evreiskaia entsik-
lopediia, which appeared in Israel, and the retmfinhe standard 16-volume Evreiskaia
entsiklopediia, which appeared at the publishingskdBrokgaus-Efron, have circulated
widely. A comprehensive university textbook for sols of higher learning, Istoriia
Evreev Rossii [History of the Russian Jews], hanbe existence since 2086.

With Russia’s active Middle East policy, Israeli &rs have grown rapidly in Russia.
Holocaust research, which simply did not existhie Soviet Union, has undergone
considerable development. As early as 1989-19%)etivere groups collecting and
examining oral testimony on the history of the Hulost. In 1992, the Holocaust
Information Centre was founded in Moscow underdhection of the historian and
philosopher Mikhail Gefter (1918-1995). In 1997¢ thlolocaust Foundation was
added. The information centr has the most Holoceesarchers in the post-Soviet
realm. Their goals are to keep the memory of thém& of the Holocaust alive, to
build museums and exhibitions, to embed the topithe curricula of schools and
institutions of higher learning, to hold commemamatceremonies, to set up monu-
ments for the victims, as well as to collect docaotagtestimony, and memoirs. The
centre has published several dozen books on thecswdnd is working on an ency-
clopaedia of the Holocaust on the territory of Heviet Unior?® The Holocaust
Foundation runs summer schools and continuing ¢idueicaeminars for teachers at
secondary schools and institutions of higher lewyni

In Ukraine and Belarus as well, a number of instihns have been created to address
the history of the Holocaust: Educational centrastein Kiev, Dnipropetrovs’k,
Kharkiv, L'viv, Minsk, and Brest. All of these orgiations organise conferences on
the topic of the Holocaust and publish periodicatsl bookg? Until the mid-1990s,
research in Ukraine was dominated by the colleaiomaterials and local studi€dn
the last few years, the spectrum has grown bro&desertations and monographs have
appeared, and a substantial assessment of thdytriaggradually getting underwéy.
Although scholarly research of Jewish history haglenremarkable progress in the
past 20 years, general educational and populaigatibhs are predominant. There is
also a lack of translations of standard Westerrkaovost Russian works focus on
the recent past and do not go beyond the 20th genfthis not surprising, for due to
the taboos that existed in the Soviet Union, adaap in the historiography had come
into being. Works on other periods are therefoeardty underrepresented.

% Praisman, edlstoriia Evreev Rossii

% Ibid. p. 273. In 2005 the publisher ROSPEN reldasenonumental 800-page Russian transla-
tion of a work prepared by U. Laker (English or@ipublished by Yale University Press):
Kholokost: Entsiklopedii@gMoscow 2005).

40 The magazin&holokost i sovremennosippears in KiewvProblemy Kholokostand the series
Ukrainskaia biblioteka Kholokostappear in Dnipropetrovs’k.

“ See la. KhongismarKatastrofa evreistva Zapadnoi Ukrain§'viv, 1998); S. Elisavetskii,
Polveka zabveniia: Evrei v dvizhenii Soprotivieniipartizanskoi bor'be v Ukraine (1941 —
1944)(Kiev 1998); lu. Marionvskii, E. Shofalstorichko-kraevedchskii a’'manakbokumenty i
materialy po istorii evreev na Cherkasshchine. NaiX st. — 1960) (Cherkassy 2004);
Evreiskoe naselenie na Nikolaevshchine, shbornikrdekitov i materialgul (Mykolaiv 2004).

2 1. Shchupak, Opyt izucheniia i prepodavaniia istorii Kholokostgwestsovetskoi Ukraine”, in
Epshtein, edEvrei v postsovetskikh stranalgp. 232-241.
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Ethnography and Anthropology

The flowering of ethnographic research in Jewishdigs in the past 20 years in the end
has to do with the overall development of ethnojagyich did not exist as a discipline
in the Soviet Union. Ethnography as an ancillascigiline to history was very limited
theoretically and practically. Only after 1991 wiais gap slowly closed.

In 1981, the Moscow-based Jewish Historical and @&ghaphic Commission devel-
oped a plan to research Jewish monuments in wiadicplar emphasis was put on
non-Ashkenazi communities and Judaising communitiesl 991, researchers from
St. Petersburg began systematically documentindgsiegemeteries and traditional
Jewish art in Ukraine. The Petersburg Instituteesfigh Studies and the Centre of
Jewish Art at the Hebrew University in Jerusalemdiated several dozen ethno-
graphic expeditions between 1992-2001 in Ukraindaiis, Lithuania, Poland, Bul-
garia, Romania, Uzbekistan, Georgia, and the Ea§tautasus. During these expedi
tions, they measured more than 300 synagogues esutilbed approximately 200
cemeterie$} Numerous works have appeared based on the regulkese expedi-
tions. The Centre Petersburg Judaica also condoikisre, archaeological and eth-
nographic expeditions.

Since the start of the 21st century, there has bagowing interest in Khazar culture.
The International Solomonov University has organiaethaeological expeditions to
the Don, the lower Volga, and the Northern CaucaSaefloquia on the matter took
place in Jerusalem in 1999 and Moscow in 200%.the same time, interest in the
Mountain Jews is booming. In March, the first in&fonal academic symposium
took place on this subjettResearch is concentrated on Makhachkala und Nkl'ch
where lurii Murzakhanov, one of the most importarperts, works. Several collec-
tions with documents have appeared here as*&ihce the 1990s, the Karaim have
been attracting greater attention from schofafscatalogue on the Mangup cemeta-
ry, where excavations took place in 2004, is duesbartly.

One of the biggest ethnographic projects is thiel fsehool in Jewish Studies in the
Crimea, which was organised by the Sefer Centre.prbject managed to describe in
full one of the oldest Jewish cemeteries in Eadfemope: the Chufut Kale cemetery. In
the course of 12 expeditions between 2004 and 2jijfpximately 3,400 gravestones
from the 14th-20th centuries were collected. Artedanic catalogue is being creatéd.

4 V. Dymshits, A. Fedorchuk, B. Khaimovich, ,Polevgbkoly po iudaike na postsovetskom
prostranstve”Evroaziatskii evreiskii ezhegodni764 (2003-2004) (Kiev 2004), p. 177.

4 Vladimir Petruchin, Vol'f Moskovich, Artem Fedorak, eds.Khazary(Moscow and Jerusa-
lem 2006).

4 Charnyi, “Pozdnesovetskaia i postsovetskaia iwdajk 265.

4 See, for example, Danilvoa S.I&toriia i etnografila gorskikh evreev Kavka@dsal'chik 1998);
Istoriia gorskikh evreev Severnogo Kavkaza v doktakk 1829-191{Nal'chik 1999).

47 M.B. Kizilov, Karaimy: Ot kimmeriitsev do krymchakov (narody Kaysndrevneishikh vermen
do kontsa v.JSimferopol’ 2004)0. Belyi, “Dokumenty k istorii rossiiskoi karaimiktiv per-
vye gody posle smerti A.S. FirkovichdDesiataia ezhegodnaia mezhdunarodnaia mezhdist-
siplinarnaia konferentsiia po iudaike 28-30 ianea@003(Moscow 2003); I. lurchenko, O.
Kefeli, N. lurchenko, O. Beregovs’kiKaraims’ke kladovishche bilia Halycha. Kataloh nad-
mohil'nikh pam’iatnikiv(L'viv and Halych 2000).

8 A. Fedorchuk, “Polevye shkoly po iudaike v Krymikh pervye rezul'taty”, in Epshtein, ed.,
Evrei v postsovetskikh stranakip. 146-151.
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These expeditions have collected an enormous anofuntterial, which must now
be analysed. Unfortunately, the interdisciplinaiscigbline of ethnography does not fit
in well with the traditional Russian system of tegleducation. Therefore field stud-
ies on Jewish topics are also torn apart and biiged over various related disciplines
such as history, cultural anthropology, philology,sociology. This in turn makes it
difficult to teach a common method and leads tergain isolation within academia.

Jewish Philology

Every philology presupposes mastery of the languagee investigated. However,
despite extensive contact with Israel and the ahooel of learning opportunities,
most Russian scholars have yet to master Modermeidetvell enough. The Philol-
ogical Faculty of the Maimonides Academy, the clididewish Studies within the
Institute of Asian and Africa Studies at Moscowt&tdniversity, and the Institute of
Oriental Studies at RGGU put considerable emptasislodern Hebrew. The study
of Biblical and Medieval Hebrew, which was perndtt&ithin Soviet academia, re-
mains strong at a high standard. The Soviet taditf Qumran and Hebraic Studies
continues in St. Petersburg at the Institute ofeal Manuscripts of the Russian
Academy of Science8.By contrast, at the Centre of Hebraic Studiesctvhised to
be the Oriental Studies Faculty at Petersburg Usitye this problem has almost been
eliminated. The chair of Semitology specialisesnarily in Arabic philology, and
only two Hebraists work there.

In the field of Yiddish, there has been no notetwpmrogress in the last 20 years.
There are several reasons for this. There are ofgyvanative-speakers of the lan-
guage left. Many documents are available in twgueges so that researchers are not
inevitably forced to consult the Yiddish originaliddish has a lesser status compared
to Hebrew. As a result, sponsors as well have ¢ésan interest in supporting the
study of Yiddish. Nonetheless, Yiddish philologyRussia is taken quite seriously.
The leading centre for the study and teaching Yhdistoday — thanks to the close
connections with academic centres in the UnitedeSta the TsBI of the RGGU. It
was here that the only modern Russian textbookrfddish appeare#.In addition,
the annual conferences at the Sefer Centre dedicsgetion to Yiddish.

An interesting social phenomenon in Russia in regears, especially in St. Peters-
burg, is “the return to Yiddish”. Private groups @fthusiasts organise lessons and
courses to popularise Yiddish culture and trandiexés from Yiddish into Russian.
The leaders of the movement are Aleksandr Frenkel\&alerii Dymshits, who have
both been actively supported by émigré scholatkenWest and Israel, such as Mik-
hail Krutinov and Velvl Chernin.

The study of Jewish literature is at a relativelghhievel in Russia and Belarus. It
deals with classical Hebrew texts as well as Is@gitemporary literature and jour-

4 |. P. Tantlevskii,Istoriia i ideologiia Kumranskoi obshchinfSt. Petersburg 1994); Teksty
Kumrana. Il. ed., Intr., translations from ancieamd Aramaic languages\.M. Gazov-
Ginzberg M.M. Elizaroskaia, K. B. Starkovaia, comm. (St. Pé&terg 1996).

% S.A. Sandlerldish: Uchebnik dlia russkogovoriashchikioscow 2001). This was based on
a book published by the same author in the last ddythe Soviet UnionSamouchitel’
iazyka idish(Moscow 1989).
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nalism®* Research on the specifically Jewish mentality #rel study of Russian-
Jewish literature is enjoying some popularity. Amportant factor for arousing inter-
est in Jewish literature is the large amount afdtaions from Hebrew and Yiddish
that have appeared in recent years.

Jewish School Education

There is a system of Jewish education in Russiaeatibment that runs from nursery
school to postgraduate level. But that does notnnibat these institutions have
solved their tasks satisfactorily, especially asrthontent is fiercely debated.

At the beginning of the 1990s, when Jewish Stutliegan its renaissance, school
education was not forgotten. At first, there werenday schools and experimental
Jewish classes at general education state schBpl4991, there were 20 Jewish
schools in Moscow alone, both Sunday and day sshtesiching around 650 pupits.
The exodus of Jews from the former Soviet Uniotstael was at this time in full gear;
the main task of the Jewish schools was to pregldren for the new country and the
transition to Israeli schools. In these transitichools, emphasis was on basic Hebrew
and Jewish culture and history. The main problecinéathe schools was the high turn-
over of students. Children arrived at Jewish schaolly a year or two before their
planned departure. New pupils were constantly shgwip. This made it difficult to
stick to a systematic plan. The second problem thasatastrophic lack of textbooks
and teachers manuals and the lack of qualifiechiegcstaff. Nonetheless, the system
continued to develop and spread. By 2002, there weund 40 Jewish day schools in
the country, with eight of them in Moscow and thire&t. Petersburg.

Financing and organisational support for Jewislosthducation now lie in the hands
of various institutions, including the Or Avner werk and the international Jewish
organisation ORT. In Moscow, the Jewish religiousost Mesivta for boys has ex-
isted since 1999. In St. Petersburg, a religiowsiske gymnasium Migdal existed
from 1991-2008; it has now closed due to finanpiablems? In 2003, there were
some 10,000 children attending Jewish schdddsconsiderable part of the schools
are supported by the Hephzibah Programme of tlelidvinistry of Education and
the Jewish Agency. Alongside the day schools, tlageeapproximately 80 Sunday
schools, of which the vast majority of which amaficed by FEOR.

Over time, the situation has changed markedly. déwdine in Jewish emigration con-
fronted Jewish schools with a new task. The childre longer had to be prepared for
departure, but for life in their homeland. Thisuiggd systematic teaching, new text-
books, and methodological literature, and standenglilearning goals. The last few
years have seen the development of a number diieik$ on Jewish history for secon-

1 A. Kriukov, Ocherki po istorii izrail'skoi literatury(St. Petersburg 1998); G. SiniBrevnie
literatury Blizhnego Vostoka i mir Tanakfeoscow 2008).

52 \/. Sobkin, "Evreiskie shkoly v Moskve (po matesial ekspertnogo oprosalgestnik evreis-
kogo universiteta v Mosky8 (1993), p. 7. Unfortunately, statistics at ttiate were not ana-
lysed for national schools, so we have had to iaggrfentary evaluations.

8 <www.nashisrael.ru/news/index.php?a=21&i=28856&#and_Session=ec585d82839409b8
4e5278f903288a47>.

% |storiia evreev Possii. Uchebnig. 669.

% <www.jafi.dp.ua/JewishAgency/Russian/Delegationsyiki>.
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dary school§ Curricula and the introduction of teaching goatstzeing discussed. The
guestion how a Jewish school should look also tva® twith ideological positions that
come with a religious, secular, Zionist, or sonfeeokind of orientation.

A major problem facing Jewish schools is the latkaaunified curriculum. Many
schools follow the example of Israeli schools, @lifh their standards run completely
counter to Russian traditions. The first attemptiésign a curriculum on the history
of the Jewish people was made by the New Jewisbdboh St. Petersburg in 2002.
Since 2003, the development of a special educatistem for Russia has been sup-
ported by the Hephzibah Programme, but these thealreoncepts are far from what
is practiced in the schools and are therefore fiehamplemented.

However, the spontaneity and unsystematic charadténie development of Jewish
education in Russia is not solely due to specificiwish issues. The entire Russian
education system is undergoing reforms. Curricsdachanging. There is a struggle
over standardisation of textbooks. New examinatigatems are being introduced.
Under these conditions, it is not so astonishirag th this day there are still no state
standards for national history. Whether this is lfetter or for worse remains to be
seen. On top of all these problems come finandféiculties. The Jewish school
system is at present underfinanced.

Jewish History in Textbooks and Curricula

In Soviet history textbooks, there was practicalty mention made about the Jews.
During Perestroika, a decentralisation of the etloiasystem got underway. This led
to a growing number of school books. This tendenay grown stronger over the
years. The various textbooks are written from déferpolitical points of view, and
Jewish history is accordingly depicted in differaratys. The spectrum of topics in the
context of which Jews are mentioned stretches filoenKhazar Khaganate, to the
census of 1897 and the Second World War, to theddist movement and refusal to
grant permission to emigrate during the Brezhnay terthe resumption of diplomatic
relations with Israel. They are conspicuously migsim the texts on the
Khmel'nyts’kyi Uprising (1648), the partitions obRnd, the non-Russian population
of the Russian Empire and religious affiliation tf $ubjects, antisemitism during the
era of Aleksander lll, the last years of Staliniter and the Suez War in 1956 here
are, however, a small number of textbooks thatudissubjects such as the pogroms
in the Civil War, Jewish agricultural settlementtie Crimea, Stalin’'s domestic pol-
icy and the Soviet Union’s pro-Arab policies duriihg conflict in the Middle East.

A recent analysis of textbooks on Russian historytlie latter years of high school
from 1996 to 2007 shows that Jewish themes ardyhang better represented than in
the Soviet era. The frequency with which Jews aretimeed has somewhat increased
but the difference is minimal. All of the textboots the history Russia fail to make
any reference to the annihilation of the Jews dytite war, or they make only insuf-
ficient reference to it. The term Holocaust doesarop up in any of the books ana-

% For example, M.O. Mel'tsinstoriia evreiskogo naroda: Ucheb. pos. dlia 4-Addov srednei
evreiskoi obshcheobrazovatel'noi shk@Bt. Petersburg 2004); D. DaByreiskii narod v
ellinisticheskom mire. Ucheb. pos. dlia 5-6 klassmdnei evreiskoi obshcheobrazovatel'noi
shkoly(St. Petersburg 2002).

57 V. Stolov, “Evreiskaia istoriia v rossiiskoi shkt] Evreiskaia shkolal (1998).
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lysed®® And the prevailing ideological direction of textide in the spirit of the Or-
thodox Church does not help the situation. Undeséhconditions, there is practically
no place on the pages of textbooks for Russiametii of Jewish, Moslem, or any
other faith. But wherever Jewish history is studiedy by Jews and the rest of the
population in the country is left with only vaguadanegative notions, the conse-
quences will inevitably be an “intellectual ghettd”

The textbooks for universities are much more vatieh those for schools, as almost
every Russian university publishes its own textlsodkwe limit the overview to the
literature in circulation at the largest univessiti it can be said that Jews regularly
come up in courses on the history of foreign caestbut far from always in Russian
history® Perhaps this has something to do with the fa¢ttleatexts on the history of
other countries are only for students of historgufes and ancillary fields, while
those on Russia’s history are for students ofadllties. For example, the textbook
on Russian history for non-historians that is ph#d almost annually by Moscow
State University mentions Jews three times: Jewstesy, the events of Second
World War, and in the population list of the Russkederatiorit Stalin’s “campaign
against Cosmopolitism” and the “Doctors’ Plot” amentioned in the book, but with-
out any indication of their specifically antisemithrust? Such important subjects as
the Pale of Settlement, numerus clausus for Jemes ttee pogroms are not touched
upon. Judging by the textbook here, the nationajitgstion did not exist in Russia at
all; more precisely, it arose only during Pere&@éi This book omits the Polish
uprisings of 1830-1831 and 1863 as well as Staliesettlement policy of 1944.
Thus, the impression is created that the Jews war@articularly “disadvantaged”.
The history textbook for the humanities in genednal St. Petersburg State University
publishes is no better. In the history of Russitot®e1917, Jews are mentioned only
once: in the context of Sergei Zubatov’'s “Independewish Party® Jews received
a little more attention in a textbook for futurefassional historiars.

The situation in Ukraine is much more optimistic. T8tady of the Holocaust was
included in the curriculum of a non-Jewish univigrghere in the mid-1990s, the
History Faculty of Zaporizhzhia State University.2@00, the Ukrainian Ministry of
Education and Science sent out a letter of instyacéibout the need to teach the

8 Comprehensive schools do not use books such Aktrhan, A. Gerber, D. Poltorakstoriia
Kholokosta na territorii SSSR. Uchebnoe posobee stitdnei shkolfMoscow 2002).

* N. Demrianov,Obraz evreev v uchebnykh posobiakh po istorii Rdkai postupaiushchikh v
VUZ Diplomnaia rabota (St. Petersburg 2007) (Manp8cri

% On textbooks, for example: S.P. Karpov, dstoriia srednikh vekqvl-2 (Moscow 2000);
Novaia istoriia stran Evropy i Ameriki: Uchebnik alvuzov po spetsial’nosti istorii@os-
cow 1997);Novaia istoriia stran Evropy i Ameriki: Vtoroi pedgMoscow 1998). See also
L. Gatagova, T. FilippovaStrany Tsentral'noi i Vostochnoi Evropy v rossiiskiuchebni-
kakh istorii <www.historia.ru/2004/01/evropa.htm>.

¢ A.S. Orlov, V.A. Georgiev, N.G. Georgieva et dstoriia Rossii: Uchebnik(Moscow
22001), pp. 73, 410, 497. There are virtually ideaiteditions of this book for every year of
this century.

62 |bid., pp. 422, 479.

% |bid., pp. 461-462.

¢ |.la. Froianov, ed., A.lu. Dvornichenko, S.G. Kelsénko, M.F. FlorinskiiOtechestvennaia
istoriia (do 1917): Uchebnik posob{ioscow 2002), p. 380.

® V.A. Fedoroy Istoriia Rossii. 1861-1917: Uchebnik dlia vuz@nd edition., corr. (Moscow
2004), p. 142. This book was written a comparatilahg time ago, but its publication as part
of the “Classic University Book” series shows thaiversity administrators consider its ap-
proaches and judgements current even today.
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Holocaust in Universities in Ukraine. The introdaat of this into schools soon fol-
lowed. Not long thereafter, the Holocaust becarparaof the curriculum for schools.
Standard textbooks containing material on the Halst began to appear in Ukraine
in 1998. The different textbooks address the subjevarying levels of detail, with
much being left up to the teachier.

Conclusions

The rapid development of Jewish Studies in the pastears and the present crisis,
which is primarily a financial one, show that theld has yet to find a secure place in
Russia’s academic system. On the one hand, conemetes on Jewish topics easily
connect with various academic disciplines; on ttreiohand, Jewish Studies is often
not accepted in the consciousness of the academimanity as an independent and
new, but as merely another configuration of knogkst Jewish Studies is not recog-
nised as an autonomous, complex academic disci@irkin the nomenclature of the
recognised subjects of the highest attestation dtiees and the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Jewish Studies do not exist.

Unlike in the traditional Soviet system, Jewishdig — inspired by Western models
but also forced due to the lack of personnel —ueatly unites research and teaching in
one institution. The organisational developmerthefdiscipline overall is taking shape
unevenly. There is above all a lack of museumssaiitdble possibilities to store mate-
rials collected on field trips. Archives with prajetrained staff and a central library
that collects literature on Jewish topics are tinblided among the desideréta.

Public consciousness in Russia associates JewiglieStless with academic study
than with Jewish national identity. The dedicatidmwny scholars to their educa-
tional work, on the one hand, and the relatively level of a large part of published
works, on the other, is leading to a situation inickh Jewish Studies is often per-
ceived as a “special kind of community life”, askidiriia Mochalova tersely put it.
The engagement of non-Jewish scholars in the fielthérefore met with a lack of
understanding. Overall, Jewish Studies in Rusdige#sing rather modest fruit, but its
potential is without a doubt great.

Translated by Mark Belcher, Berlin

¢ la.M. Berdichevskii, T.V. Ladychenko, l.la. ShclalpVsemirnaia istoriia: Noveishee vremia
1939-2001(Zaporizhzhia 2001). See also I. Shchupak, ipjol. 223-231.

7 A. L'vov, “Chto takoe iudaika?” (From the forewonlthe collectiorGreki i evre)
<http://lvov.judaica.spb.ru/judaica.shtml>.

% A. Epstein, “What Has Been Done and What RemairBet Done: Reconsidering the Devel-
opment of Academic Jewish and Israel Studies insRusin V. Khanin, A. Epstein, V.
Chernin, eds.Constructing the National Identity. Jewish Educatin Russia: Twenty Years
after the End of the Cold Wélerusalem 2008), p. 132.

% V. Mochalova, “Rol’ akademicheskikh program podike v samoidentifikatsii postsovetskogo
evreistva”, in Epshtein, edEvrei v postsovetskikh stranalh 110.



