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1. Introduction

The UK is a low-antisemitism country.' This may be seen, for example,
from the 2025 edition of the ADL Global 100: Index of Antisemitism
survey, in which members of representative samples of adult residents
of 103 different countries were asked which of a series of eleven anti-
semitic statements they considered to be either “definitely” or “proba-
bly” true.” In the UK, the percentage of individuals agreeing with six or
more of those statements—which the ADL treats as an index of the level
of antisemitism within a country’s population—was just 12%, as com-
pared to a mean of 44% across the countries surveyed. Indeed, just eight
of the 103 countries surveyed appeared to have lower proportions of res-
idents with such elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes, namely Den-
mark, Finland, Germany, the United States, Canada, the Netherlands,
Norway, and Sweden.

It will be observed that every single one of these other low-antisemitism
countries is located either in Western Europe (like the UK) or North
America and that all of them were historically Christian nations with
Protestant majorities (like the UK). Countries elsewhere in the world—
and countries within the aforementioned two regions but with historical
Catholic or Orthodox Christian majorities—were placed more highly in
this lamentable league table. This trend comes closest to being bucked
by France—historically Catholic but long committed to the principle of
laicité—which effectively achieved the same score as the UK, at 13%. By
contrast, every single one of the ten most antisemitic countries or terri-
tories, namely Kuwait, Gaza and the West Bank, Indonesia, Bahrain,
Oman, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Lebanon, and Egypt,
has a majority-Muslim population, and all but Indonesia are located in
the Middle East and North Africa. In survey samples from all of these
countries, the proportion of individuals agreeing with six or more of the
ADL’s eleven statements was at least 84%. This is all the more remarka-
ble given that only traditional European stereotypes were included in the
ADL’s questionnaire (see appendix for the full list). That is, no account
was taken of “new” (or Israel-related) antisemitic tropes, such as the idea
that Israel is committing a genocide of Palestinian Arabs,’ nor of older
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antisemitic beliefs originating outside the historically Christian world,
such as the idea that Muslims must kill Jews on or before the Day of
Judgment.”

In short, the findings of the ADL Global 100 survey suggest that the
world now contains two internally contiguous “Jew-hospitable” regions
outside Israel, essentially comprising the historically Protestant parts of
North America and Western Europe, plus France, with antisemitic atti-
tudes elsewhere being more normalized, particularly in the Muslim
world, and—above all—in the Middle East and North Africa. An obvi-
ous implication of this finding is that, except insofar as they originate in
a small handful of culturally similar places, migratory flows to the UK
will tend to raise the proportion of highly antisemitic individuals in that
country, much as an influx of seawater will tend to raise the salinity of a
freshwater lake.

The question of how much the proportion will have been raised or
lowered by migrants from any particular country will depend (a) upon
the number who made the journey; (b) upon the ratio between the pro-
portions of highly antisemitic individuals in that country and in the UK;
and (c) on the propensity of migrants to abandon or retain social atti-
tudes from their country of origin once settled in their new national
home. Because the last of these three contributory factors is unknown,
no definitive estimate is possible. However, it may be worth considering
the first two in order to establish the plausibility of the idea of a notable
foreign-born contingent among the UK’s hardcore antisemites.

The UK’s Annual Population Survey publishes estimates of the num-
ber of the country’s long-term residents from each of the 60 most com-
mon countries for overseas-born UK residents to originate in.” If it is
reasonable to assume that migrants in the UK are as likely as their
source-country compatriots to hold elevated levels of antisemitic atti-
tudes, one may combine these data sources with ADL Global 100 figures
to estimate the contribution that migration could potentially have made
to the prevalence of “old” antisemitic attitudes in the UK. This calcula-
tion will not reveal the actual proportion of UK residents with elevated
levels of such attitudes to have been born overseas, but it may provide a
ballpark estimate, given the assumption above. If that estimate is deemed
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low, it could perhaps be regarded as grounds for dismissing concerns
about migration as a driver of antisemitism. If that estimate is deemed
high, it would not in itself prove those concerns justified, but it would at
least argue for their plausibility.

It may also be informative to consider the potential contribution spe-
cifically made by unauthorized migration. Numbers of irregular migrants
from each country are harder to establish, but an estimate may be
approached by combining existing estimates for the total number of illegal
immigrants in the UK with proportions of detected illegal entrants from
each known country of origin, which may themselves be calculated from
official data (at the time of writing, the most up-to-date data related to
the period from the first quarter of 2018 until the third quarter of 2025).°
Combining these figures with the ADL Global 100 index score for each
country of origin may similarly enable ballpark estimates of the contri-
bution that illegal immigration could potentially have made to the UK’s
population of committed antisemites—again, on the assumption that
migrants from a country will tend to carry that country’s social attitudes
with them.

With regard to this core assumption, it is worth drawing attention to
L. Daniel Staetsky’s 2017 finding that, in the UK, the odds of harboring
at least mild antisemitic attitudes are at least doubled by birth outside
the country, even after controlling for the effects of political attitudes
and demographic variables.” With regard to demographic variables, the
same study found religion to be particularly important, with the odds of
holding antisemitic attitudes being 2.45 times higher among Muslims
than among non-Muslims (again after controls, including for overseas
birth).? In other words, migrants and UK-born Muslims (most of whom
are likely to be children and grandchildren of migrants) were found to
be more likely to hold antisemitic attitudes than UK-born non-Muslims,
with migrant Muslims being found to be more likely still to hold such
attitudes: findings that have found support in at least one much more
recent study.’ Staetsky’s findings suggest that antisemitic attitudes may
be heritable from one generation to the next, such that the children and
grandchildren of migrants may make a distinct contribution to levels of
antisemitism in the UK, additional to that of migrants themselves. How-
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ever, the potential presence of second- and third-generation migrants
among highly antisemitic UK-born individuals has been ignored in the
calculations made in this paper.

2. Estimated numbers of individuals with elevated
levels of antisemitic attitudes among long-term
UK residents born outside the UK

In 2021, there were estimated to be 9.6 million residents in the UK who
were born overseas.” Figure 1 shows the proportion of individuals with
elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes, as estimated in the reported find-
ings of the ADL Global 100 survey, for the top ten countries of birth for
overseas-born UK residents. No percentage is available for Pakistan,
because no ADL survey appears to have been conducted there, but it might
plausibly be assumed to be similar to that estimated for Bangladesh. It is

60% 4

40%
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Figure 1: Estimated percentage of individuals with elevated levels of antisemitic
attitudes among residents of the top 10 countries of birth for UK-resident migrants
for which an estimate is available, according to the 2025 ADL Global 100 survey
(dotted line indicates estimated UK percentage).
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notable that only one of the ten countries—Germany—has a smaller
proportion of residents that are estimated to hold what the ADL consid-
ers to be an elevated level of antisemitic attitudes than the UK on the
basis of these survey findings. Germany’s presence in the list is an anom-
aly, as it appears likely that many UK residents originating within that
country will not have been migrants in the usual sense, but children of
British military personnel stationed there during the Cold War. Because
it was not possible to distinguish this category of British nationals from
German migrants, Germany has not been excluded from the analysis
conducted here, although it is acknowledged that its presence may po-
tentially incline the findings towards an underestimate of migrant anti-
semitism in the UK by exaggerating the true level of migration from one
of the world’s small handful of other low-antisemitism countries.
Figure 2 shows the (estimated) absolute numbers of UK residents
from each of the top ten countries of birth for migrants resident in that

750000 1
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Figure 2: Estimated numbers of UK-resident migrants with and without elevated levels
of antisemitic attitudes (according to the ADL’s definition) by country of birth, top 10
countries of birth for UK-resident migrants (black = elevated, white = not elevated,
grey = no estimate possible).
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country, with and without elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes. Taking
into account all of the top 60 countries for which an ADL index score is
available, 35% of long-term UK residents born outside the UK would be
assumed to hold elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes. To put this into
perspective, it would mean that UK residents born outside the UK are
2.95 times more likely to hold such attitudes than members of the wider
UK-resident population.

Given a total of 9.6 million foreign-born UK residents, 35% amounts
to 3.4 million individuals—which implies that migrants could plausibly
account for about 46% of the UK’s population of individuals with elevated
levels of antisemitic attitudes (as defined by the ADL), despite accounting
for only about 15% of the country’s overall population. What proportion
of the remaining 54% might plausibly be accounted for by children and
grandchildren of migrants must here be left an open question, but it is
unlikely to be zero.

3. Estimated numbers of individuals with elevated
levels of antisemitic attitudes among
irregular entrants to the UK

The above has shown that, despite accounting only for a small propor-
tion of the UK’s overall population, migrants might plausibly account
for a large proportion of that country’s population of individuals with
entrenched antisemitic views, because of the much higher incidence of
elevated levels of antisemitism in the countries from which UK-resident
migrants predominantly originate. It is now worth considering whether
a similarly disproportionate contribution might plausibly be made by
the sub-population of migrants who entered the UK illegally.

Estimates of the UK’s total population of unauthorized migrants
range from 595,000 to 745,000, exceeding those for any other European
country aside from Germany,"' whose population is significantly larger
than that of the UK. This would suggest that such migrants might con-
stitute roughly 1% of the country’s estimated long-term population as of
2021-2022. As it would be unwarranted to assume that people illegally
present in the UK will have been adequately represented in surveys, it is
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impossible to pronounce definitively on the question of whether highly
antisemitic members of this population should be considered to be
included in the total number of UK residents estimated to hold elevated
levels of antisemitic attitudes (on the basis of the findings of the ADL
Global 100 survey). However, that number (and its corresponding per-
centage) will continue to be referenced as a benchmark.

Analysis of official data indicates that 255,709 individuals were
detected entering the UK illegally from the first quarter of 2018 to the
third quarter of 2025, of which 4,360 were recorded detections at British
ports, 29,445 were inadequately documented air arrivals, 36,656 were
recorded detections in the UK, and 185,248 were small boat arrivals, the
latter comprising 72% of the total."” Other illegal migrants will have
entered the country undetected, and a proportion of detected and unde-
tected irregular entrants will have since left the country, whether volun-
tarily or involuntarily. However, breaking down detections by country
of origin will provide an idea of the likely national makeup of the UK’s
total population of unauthorized migrants, which, combined with the
published findings of the ADL Global 100 survey, may in turn facilitate
an estimate of absolute numbers of such migrants likely to hold elevated
levels of antisemitic attitudes.

Figure 3 shows the estimated proportions of residents with elevated
levels of antisemitic attitudes for the top ten countries of origin for irreg-
ular entrants to the UK for which an ADL index score is available. This
excludes detected irregular migrants from countries for which no ADL
estimates are available—notably Afghanistan (30,581), Eritrea (25,051),
Albania (21,350), Syria (16,601), Somalia (5,149), Ethiopia (4,573), Yemen
(3,504), and Sri Lanka (2,589). Detected irregular migrants from each of
these countries outnumber detected irregular migrants from the tenth
most frequent country of origin for which an ADL survey was conducted,
namely Libya (1,758). Also excluded are those migrants who declared
themselves to be stateless (3,685) or whose nationality is unknown
(3,343). Nevertheless, Figure 3 gives an idea of the very high levels of anti-
semitism in many of the countries from which illegal migrants have re-
cently tended to arrive. Indeed, the mean antisemitism index score for the
top ten sources of illegal immigration for which such a score is available
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is 69% higher than that for the top ten countries of origin for UK residents
born outside the UK, with all having estimated proportions of residents
with elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes that are between 2.25 and 8.08
times higher than in the UK. This is to say that, as compared to migrants
in general, irregular migrants tend to hail from countries where anti-

semitic views are even more widespread.
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Figure 3: Estimated percentage of individuals with elevated levels of antisemitic
attitudes among residents of the top 10 sources of detected irregular entrance to the
UK for which an estimate is available, according to the 2025 ADL Global 100 survey
(dotted line indicates UK percentage).

Figure 4 shows the number of detected irregular migrants from the
ten most frequent countries of origin, with estimated numbers of indi-
viduals with and without elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes. If we
assume irregular migrants to be typical of other residents of their coun-
tries of origin with regard to their likelihood of holding elevated levels of
antisemitic attitudes, then, among the 132,649 detected irregular entrants
from countries of origin for which an ADL index score is available, we
would expect to find about 61% with such attitudes. This would imply
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that illegal immigrants are 1.72 times more likely to hold elevated levels
of antisemitic attitudes than non-UK-born UK residents in general, and
5.08 times more likely to hold such attitudes than members of the gen-
eral population.

Given the aforementioned estimated total of 595,000-745,000 unau-
thorized migrants in the UK, these calculations would suggest that the
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Figure 4: Estimated numbers of detected irregular entrants to the UK with and with-
out elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes (according to the ADL’s definition) by
country of origin, top 10 sources of detected irregular entrance to the UK (black =
elevated, white = not elevated, grey = no estimate possible).

country is currently home to somewhere between 363,000 and 455,000
unauthorized migrants with elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes. To
put this into perspective, it implies that, while illegal immigrants consti-
tute only about 1% of the country’s population, they might account for
roughly 5%-6% of its population of people with elevated levels of anti-
semitic attitudes, on the (admittedly doubtful) assumption that they will
have been proportionately represented within the ADL survey sample
for the UK. (Rejection of that assumption would open up the possibility
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that the number of people with such attitudes in the UK has been under-
estimated due to difficulties in surveying people who have entered the
country illegally.) To think about it another way, the UK’s population of
illegal immigrants with elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes might be
estimated to be 31%-64% larger than its population of Jews (as esti-
mated by the Institute for Jewish Policy Research).”

4, Discussion

This study has found that—absent some unspecified mechanism caus-
ing antisemitic attitudes to be shed on or after arrival in the UK—it
would be reasonable to expect that just under half of adult UK residents
with elevated levels of “old” antisemitic attitudes might have been born
overseas, with unauthorized migrants constituting a disproportionately
large proportion thereof.

However, the calculations involved may in fact underestimate the ex-
tent to which antisemitic attitudes have been imported to the UK. As
admitted in the Introduction, no account has been taken of “new” anti-
semitic attitudes, with at least one peer-reviewed study suggesting that
such attitudes may also be concentrated among members of migrant
communities."” Moreover, while it would seem reasonable to assume
that traditional anti-Jewish prejudices originating in the Middle East
and North Africa might be more prevalent among members of groups
also originating in that region than among members of the UK popula-
tion more generally, such prejudices were not measured in the ADL
Global 100 survey (indeed, there currently appears to be no published
instrument for measuring them at all).” Lastly, this study has nothing to
say about individuals born in the UK to parents or grandparents from
overseas. If social attitudes are heritable, then it would be reasonable to
expect that well over half of adult UK residents with elevated levels of
“old” antisemitic attitudes might be members of migrant communities,
whether or not those individuals personally entered the UK as migrants.

As the author of a recent study observes, immigration has brought
many benefits to European countries but has also come with under-
acknowledged costs—such as increased jihadist terrorism,'® with migrants
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having been involved in 45% of all Islamist terror plots in Europe during
the ten-year period ending in May 2025."” Terror attacks are exceptional
events. But this paper argues for the plausibility of a wider cost that should
also be borne in mind: unless migrants leave behind the typical beliefs
and prejudices of the societies from which they come, immigration will
tend to entail the importation of social attitudes. (It may, of course, be
that migrants do in fact leave such beliefs and prejudices behind. But,
without convincing evidence that this is so, the prudent assumption
would be that they do not.)

Although attitudes toward Jews are the focus of the current study,
attitudes toward other groups might also be imported through migratory
flows. For example, it appears plausible that specific groups of migrants
might be found to hold attitudes toward women and sexual minorities, as
well as toward people of other ethnic, religious, or ethno-religious groups,
that are strongly at variance from those held by typical members of the
general British population. If those attitudes are illiberal, the effect could
potentially be to reactivate social problems that had seemed to be approach-
ing resolution, or even to create social problems that would otherwise not
have existed. As this paper has shown, the concentration of individuals
holding hateful beliefs about a specific group may be so much greater in
one country than another that the transfer even of relatively small num-
bers of people between the two could plausibly have a substantial impact
on the attitudinal weather faced by members of that group and thus (per-
haps) on their fortunes and security in the destination country.

It would not be unreasonable to suggest that such potential social costs
be taken into account in immigration policy. While this paper was in
press, Islamic State supporter Abdul Ballout’s lethal attack on a Pride
event in Berlin prompted philosopher Peter Boghossian to argue that
political leaders in the West face a choice between, on the one hand, the
position that “all immigration from populations whose belief distributions
include a violent tail” should be banned on the grounds that “no down-
stream benefit justifies the recurring murder of [a country’s own] citi-
zens,” and, on the other hand, the alternative position that “the occasional
massacre of gay people is worth it.”** (The names of various potential tar-
get groups can here be substituted for Boghossian’s “gay people,” just as
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various negative outcomes, unnecessary to list here, could be substituted
for “occasional massacre.” Jews, too, are a frequent target of violence -
including terrorist violence — from members of migrant communities.')

Deliberately provocative though Boghossian’s formulation of the lat-
ter position is, it is the more likely of the two for western governments
to adopt: complete elimination of risk is rarely a realistic policy goal.
However, acceptance of a non-zero level of risk does not necessarily imply
resignation to the most extreme levels of risk. Once it is accepted that
migration may potentially have social costs, whether in terms of specific
forms of violence or simply in terms of a growth in attitudes deemed
socially corrosive, how might governments fulfill their responsibility to
mitigate those costs?

There are diverse means by which such mitigation might potentially
be achieved. Violence and other forms of crime should of course be dealt
with through the penal system: that should go without saying (although a
component of Boghossian’s above-quoted argument is the implication
that it very often does not). But much could be done upstream of that
point, and other approaches will in any case be necessary with regard to
problems falling below the criminal threshold. For example, if it is con-
sidered desirable to preserve particular aspects of a destination country’s
culture (such as traditions of sexual and religious tolerance), migrants
from countries or communities that have strong relevant cultural similar-
ities or historical links to the destination country could be prioritized
above migrants from countries or communities that do not. Furthermore,
it could be required that the decision to accept or reject specific migrants
or categories of migrant be made with reference to rigorous assessments
of risk with regard to groups already present within the destination coun-
try (Jews, women, homosexuals, etc.). Perhaps most importantly, efforts
could also be made to facilitate the cultural assimilation of migrants per-
mitted to settle. Indeed, evidence of assimilation could be demanded as a
condition of residence.

What should be off the table, however, is any pretense that migration
is known a priori to be cost-free, whether for the host society as a whole
or for specific groups within it (which ultimately amounts to the same
thing). That is something to be demonstrated, rather than assumed.
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Appendix: ADL Global 100 Index Questions?

A country’s ADL Global 100 Index score represents the percentage of
respondents who answered “definitely true” or “probably true” to six or
more of the following eleven negative stereotypes about Jews:

« Jews’ loyalty is only to Israel.

 Jews have too much power in the business world.

 Jews have a lot of irritating faults.

« Jews still talk too much about what happened to them in the

Holocaust.

o Jews don’t care what happens to anyone but their own kind.

« Jews have too much control over global affairs.

« Jews have too much control over the country’s government.

« Jews think they are better than other people.

» Jews have too much control over the media.

« Jews are responsible for most of the world’s wars.

« People hate Jews because of the way Jews behave.
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