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S

ix Jewish secondary schools in
the greater London area and one
in Manchester, are taking part in
a longitudinal study to understand
the school’s significance in the lives of
the families whose children are enrolled
in the school. It is not intended to evaluate
the school’s performance. This project
represents a unique opportunity to help
understand the school’s significance
in the lives of students, their families and
the wider community. Our work will help
with policy and planning for the short and
medium term future.

Characteristics of the sample
Why is this
an exciting
opportunity?
•

•

•

Longitudinal research
with young people and
schools is very rare
The type of data we’re
collecting has never been
previously gathered by
the Jewish community
The range of schools
participating in the
project is unprecedented

Data collection
We are following the cohort of students who
entered Year 7 in September 2011. We
surveyed and interviewed their parents at the
end of Year 6 once they had chosen secondary
schools for their children. We returned to
them when their children started Year 9.
We’ll be going back to them again when their
children are in Year 11, Year 13, and during
their University years at least. This is an open
ended project and we would like to follow
these families as long as we are able to do so.
Alongside the students who entered Jewish
schools, we are also following two comparison
groups: families who applied to a Jewish
school, but chose to send their child to nonJewish schools and families who did not apply
to Jewish schools at all.
We are surveying and interviewing parents, and
we’re also surveying the students – all 1,042
who started Year 7 at our seven participating
schools in 2011.

Money was a major
factor for us, and
if we couldn’t afford
the private schools,
we’d had to look
at the Jewish state
schools, because
they’ve got brilliant
academic records
Parent, non-Jewish school

Our sample is taken from the Year 7 cohort
(2011–12) in Jewish secondary schools in the
UK. The families come from the mainstream
Jewish community i.e. from modern Orthodox,
Masorti, Reform, Liberal, traditional and
secular homes.

Response rates
Round One: 2011–12
•

486 complete responses
from Jewish family units
who had applied for
enrolment in Year 7 at
participating Jewish
schools in 2011

•

394 complete responses
from family units whose
child started a Jewish
school

•

92 complete responses
from family units
whose child started
a non-Jewish school

Theoretical orientation
Our study of Jewish parents and their children
draws on two research traditions: life-course
theory and the sociology of school-family
relations. Together these traditions help us
examine the ways in which families lives unfold
over time. These research traditions lead us
to believe, through direct and indirect interaction
with Jewish schools, that both parents and
children are changed in interesting and often
significant ways. The interactions between
Jewish parents and their children’s schools,
and the changes they produce over an
extended period of time – in our instance, over
the seven years of secondary school – have
not previously been studied on such a scale.
We expect our study to make a watershed
contribution to the understanding of Jewish
education and Jewish life in the UK and beyond.

Round Two: 2013–14
•

416 complete responses
from Jewish family units

•

372 complete responses
from family units whose
child attends a Jewish
school

•

46 complete responses
from family units whose
child attends a nonJewish school

Denomination

The following charts profile the families
involved in our sample:

Respondents with children
in non-Jewish schools

Numbers of respondents, and
as a rounded percentage of
the non-Jewish school sample
Selective non-Jewish
state (10)

11%

Non-selective nonJewish state (19)

21%

Non-Jewish private/
independent (63)

68%

Orthodox

44%

Masorti

7%

Reform

15%

Liberal

7%

Secular

6%

Just Jewish

17%

Not Jewish

4%

Overall, respondents with children in Jewish
schools and those with children in non-Jewish
schools are almost indistinguishable in terms
of their declared denominational affiliation.
Almost 70% of respondents with children
in non-Jewish schools send their children
to private/independent schools and a further
11% send their children to selective State
schools. Those who responded to the survey
with children in non-Jewish schools had all
registered for entry to Jewish schools. This is
how their contact information was obtained.

Primary school attended

As seen above, almost 90% of non-Jewish
school children took up places at private
or selective non-Jewish schools.
If the Jewish community seeks to increase the
numbers of those enrolled in Jewish schools,
then this increase will most likely come
from among other families like those in this
sub-group. The more we can understand their
profiles and motivations, the more useful it
will be for Jewish community policy-makers.

A third of the respondents from Jewish
schools reported that their children had
attended non-Jewish primary schools.

Type of primary school of child
Non-Jewish

33%

Jewish

67%

Visits to ISrael

How many times have you been
to Israel?
Never & once or twice

26%

Three of more times

74%

In much research on Jewish education,
frequency of visits to Israel often serves as
a strong indicator of Jewish identification.
Generally, respondents to this survey reported
an exceptionally high number of such visits.
Overall, more than 70% of those with children
in Jewish schools reported visiting Israel
at least three times. The proportion was
even higher (78%) for those with children in
non-Jewish schools; something that might
be associated with the higher reported levels
of household income in that group.

household Income

When the profiles of respondents whose
children attend Jewish schools are compared
with respondents whose children attend
non-Jewish schools, the most significant
differences are in relation to levels of
household income and, to a smaller degree,
levels of the parents’ own education.
57% of families attending non-Jewish schools
reported incomes over £100,000 compared
to only 30% of those at Jewish schools.

Age of parents

Age ranges
30–39

17%

40–49

69%

50–59

13%

60–69

1%

Overall there is a higher proportion of
respondents (19%) under the age of 40 with
children at Jewish schools than those with
children at non-Jewish schools (10%).

parental education

Less than £25,000

11%

£25,000–£49,999

19%

£50,000–£74,999

18%

£75,000–£99,999

17%

£100,000–£199,999

23%

£200,000 or more

12%

There is a large difference between
respondents whose children attend Jewish
schools (23%) and those who do not (37%)
in relation to the proportion of parents
that received the highest levels of education
(MA/MSc and above).
Otherwise, it is noteworthy that there are
no significant differences between the
Jewish and non-Jewish school samples
in terms of Jewish denomination or in terms
of the communal, national and religious
profiles we developed.

Level of education
Secondary school +

35%

BA or BSc college
degree

39%

Graduate courses
+MA/MSc/PhD

26%
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