The Kosher Chicken Index
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Objectives for the session

1. Approach to compiling a Jewish cost of living index
2. Findings on the cost premium for Jewish products

3. Conclusions on how to make Judaism more affordable



1. Approach




How do we measure the cost of living?

2014 Living Costs and Food Survey

@ Transport

@ Housing

@ Recreation and culture

@ Other expenditure items

@ Food and non-alcoholic drinks

@ Rastsurants and hotels

@ Miscelianeous goods and services
@ Houzehold goods and senvices

g Clothing and footwear

@ Communication

@ 2lkcoholic drinks, tobacco and narcotics
@ Educstion

@ Heslth

Source: ONS




How has the cost of living changed in recent years?

—— CPlI  —— Gross Household Disposable Income

Annual percentage 3§
change




What is “affordable” for the Jewish community?

I 2l people M Jewish

Managers and senior officials Sales and customer service Skilled trades Source: 2001 Census
Associate professional Process, plant and machine
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What’s in a Jewish basket of goods?

Kosher Food

:;: Shul
Care Membership

Property Holidays

Education







Shul membership

Standard synagogue fee around £700 per household*

What accounts for high synagogue fees?

Rabbis’ wages Declining membership
m Barriers to Switching Barriers to Exit

Is synagogue membership still an essential?

!]' ) chabad

THE NEW POSTCODE FOR JEWISH LIFE MOighC‘ I_" HO Ugﬂ, IUhEUitEh uk

*United Synagogue estimate of most shuls having £600-800 standard rate.
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Kosher meat

Kosher Deli Prices

Average Annual

£/KG 20e> <0t Cost Inflation
Flat pickled brisket 8.99 15.49 5.17%
Whole fresh roasters 3.20 4.19 2.53%
Chulent meat 5.99 11.49 6.22%
Chuck steak 5.99 8.99 3.83%
Frozen roasters 1.39 419 10.76%
Minced steak 3.30 10.49 11.30%
Average 6.63%

2005 prices from advert in JC (Jan 2005); 2015 prices in store as of 25 October 2015

Kosher meat has doubled in price over past decade - compared with 40% rise in non-Kosher price
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The Kosher Chicken Index

: * More Expensive
i

Shazans Kosher Tesco Tesco
Halal Finest Orgarnic

£2.48 £2.92 £2.97 £4.19/kg £4.25 £6.50
(-41%) (-30%) (-29%) (+1%) (+55%)

£/Kg for fresh whole chicken (medium size); prices as of 25 October

12



I'm Dreaming of a Kosher Christmas... -

? J

Tesco Tesco Halal Waitrose Tesco Kosher
frozen Regular (Online) Organic Finest

21 KOSHER
- DELI

HAJ I
BABA

HALAL MEATS

£2.83 £4.50 £5.38 £6.99 £7.00 £8.29
(-66%) (-46%) (-35%) (-16%) (-16%) £lkg

13
£/Kg for whole turkey (medium size); prices as of 20 December



Diced Beef

VALUE

-20%

VALUE

-87%

VALUE

-64%

NORMAL

7%

HALAL

-83%

NORMAL

-62%%

KOSHER

£8.99/Kg

NORMAL

-71%

ORGANIC

-57%%

HALAL

+22%

FINEST

-51%

HALAL

-24%

Compatrison of Tesco and Kosher Deli; Prices as of 25 October 2015

More Expensive

ORGANIC FINEST

+11% +43%

ORGANIC KOSHER

“13% £18.99

FINEST KOSHER

-24% £10.49/Kg
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Is the Kosher meat industry competitive?
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Source: Daily Mirren (2014); Company House




What is the Kosher premium on groceries?

6 Free
Range Eggs:

Fss Margherita il Ginger Snap
g Pizza: Biscuits:
‘ 850%

Based on comparison of prices (in £/kg) between Kosher Kingdom versus Tesco on 18 November

16



What’s the Kosher premium on eating out?

Franco Manca
£5.90

Flat Iron
12.50

Brick Lane
£3.70

McDonalds
£4.29

Jade Cottage
30.50

Lahore
£7.50

Pizaza
£6.50

Cote
£15.45

Selfridges
£8.95

Byron
£9.70

Good Earth
£44.80

Dishoom
£9.50

That’s Amore
£7.10

La Fiesta
£20.75

Reubens
£9.95

GBK
£10.10

Singapore
Garden
£42.50

Kipling’s
£10.50

Strada
£7.95

Hawksmoor
£28.30

Harry Morgan
£11.95

Burger Bar
£11.85

Met Su Yan
£52.50

Beit Madras
£16.50

*Prices recorded
in-store or online
(inc review sites)
as of 23-28 Nov.
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So why is Kosher food so expensive?

Leaner meat

Sold through ind.
butchers

Better animal welfare?

Smaller production
scale

Too small to interest
supermarkets

Kosher

Premium

Cost of shechita
Salaries of kosher
supervisors / lobbyists
Not using hindquarters

Market concentration
Competition over
religious standards,
rather than price




Holidays

£3k Israel tour as rite of passage?

Passover vacation ~400% kosher premium*

i - .

Cast

*Comparison of-kosher package with half-board at same ho-te/




Festivals

Does that really need to be

Kosher for Passover?! Who wants to buy a £30 lemon?!




Education

£78 annual JC
subscription

READER OFFERS THE JC CLUB P14-15 » Thou:

Parets ‘distressed’ by
school places shortage

Jewish education costs money - but public funding for faith schools means the cost of
Jewish education is far lower in the UK than elsewhere (e.g. US & France)
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Simchas

Average Jewish wedding cost ~£55k;

Cost of Bar & Bat Mitzvahs 2X average non-Jewish spend

v LR TR
Brides Magazine (2015)

Ue

Sources: JC (2015),

Simhas can be expensive due to both kosher premium and the pressure to “Keep up with the Cohens”
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Dating

Young professional shabbat dinners ~£30 JDate subscription ~ £15/month

]
CENTRE FOHJ

JEWISH LIFE

 where |ews connect

the SAATCHI SHUL

YINYD NonNp
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Number of people aged 65+ years per 100 aged 20-64 years

Old age care

The 3,000 volunteers
who help support
clients save Jewish
Care over £9 million

every year.
Source: Jewish Care




The cost of living in
North West London...

Average house prices

—— Bamet —— England and Wales
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Source: Land Registry Source: JPR Report Dec 2013




Conclusions
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Is a Jewish lifestyle affordable?

1. What's a Jewish lifestyle?

2. Affordable for whom?
3. People would do more if it were cheaper...
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What can we do to make Judaism more affordable?

Increasing transparency
Promoting competition
Reducing cost

Greater inclusiveness

W=
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How do you think we
can make Judaism
more affordable?



